
Page 1 of 2 

EREWASH IBC NEWS UPDATE MARCH 2021 
 
The last 12 months has been a difficult time for everyone, but the reduction in the infection rate 
& the apparent successes of the vaccination program, suggest things are starting to improve.  

 
Re-opening - the Governments recently published Road to Recovery suggests we may be 
able to reopen the Bowls Centre at Stage 2, which is the end of April. However, there will still 
be severe social distancing regulations in place at this time, e.g. only same households on a 
rink, bar/kitchen to remain closed, except for takeaways & outdoor sales. So unless we set up 
some tables in the car park, we would not even be able provide you with tea & coffee.  
 

It’s therefore likely we will not reopen until we hit Stage 3, scheduled for 17th May, when it’s 
hoped we can operate under the Rule of 6, which appeared to work quite well back in 
September. Even then we anticipate there will be still be some basic restrictions in place, one-
ways systems, face masks when moving about the centre, etc, etc. However, it’s possible that 
by mid-June all restrictions may be lifted, but of course with the proviso that some form of 
social distancing may return for the winter. 

 
Summer Bowling 2021 - if we can reopen the Centre on 17th May we will look to run a near 
normal summer timetable and this will hopefully include summer triples leagues. Nearer the 
time we will be contacting all the captains that entered teams in previous summers, but in the 
meantime have a chat with your friends and start putting together a summer team of your own. 
Registration forms will be available soon. In previous years we have run leagues on Tues & 
Thurs mornings & Wed & Fri evenings, but if there is the demand we can look at starting new 
leagues on other times/days.     

 
Tues Evenings – one of the first club activities we intend to reintroduce is Ray & Rachel’s 
casual Tuesday evening session. More details will follow; we first need to know how many 
players will be allowed on a rink and whether we will have to leave alternate rinks empty like 
we did in Aug & Sept. 

 
Winter Leagues 2021/22 - this winter’s league program had only just got going before we 
were forced to cancel everything. Hopefully next winters schedule will not suffer the same fate 
and we will be able to run our usual full league program. If you entered a team in one of this 
winter’s leagues your entry will automatically carry over to next winter (unless you advise us 
differently) and if you paid your league fees they too will carry over. If you didn’t enter your 
team last winter, or pulled out at the last minute due to the increasing covid restrictions, you 
will have priority on re-entering your chosen league over any completely new teams that may 
wish to join. If this applies to your team please ask for a registration form once the Centre has 
reopened. A list of this winters teams and their registered players is available to be viewed on 
the club website.  

 
Catering - as announced earlier this winter, Beverly has retired & we are looking for someone 
new to take over the kitchen. It’s unlikely we will reopen the kitchen during the summer, but we 
hope to have something in place for the start of the winter season so members can once again 
get hot food & drinks during the day.   

 
Finances - considering we have received little actual income over the last 12 months, the 
club’s finances are still in a reasonably health position. We have been applying for all available 
grants and so far we have received approx £40K from the Government & £5K from Sports 
England. In addition, our staff have been furloughed, which means they still get paid 80% of 
their usual wage and this is refunded to the club by HMRC. We have also reduced our general 
expenditure wherever we can, but despite this we still have running costs and general 
maintenance bills that have to be paid, so we are slowly eating into our reserves. 
 

On the plus side just over 400 of you still paid your annual subs this winter and for that we are 
very grateful. We might not have been able to provide you with the opportunity to play much 
bowls, but your £40 has gone a long way to help keeping the club viable – thank you. 
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Gift Aid – hopefully you will have seen Ray Cowell’s recent email confirming HMRC have 
accepted our Gift Aid application and as a result they have paid us just over £11K. This figure 
is based on a 25% tax refund on member’s subscriptions (for those that pay UK tax & returned 
a completed gift aid form) back dated 4 years. We have also just learned we might be able to 
go back 1 more year, so are in the process of sending off a 2nd application. If successful this 
could bring us in another £2K. Now we have Gift Aid status we can continue to make claims 
on all UK taxpaying member’s subs (and donations) so if you haven’t already retuned a 
competed form, please make sure you do when you next pay your subs. 
 
EIBA Comps News – we have received the following notifications from the EIBA. 
 

The unplayed finals of all 2019/20 winter comps have been rescheduled for between 25th Sept 
& 14th Oct this autumn, at venues yet to be confirmed. 
 

There will be no summer comps in 2021 and refunds will be given to anyone who entered a 
2020 summer comps. It is the EIBA’s intention to run summer comps as normal in 2022.   
 

It is the intention to run a near normal program this winter, so anyone who entered a 2020/21 
winter comp will have their entry automatically carried over to 2021/22, unless they contact the 
EIBA and withdraw the entry. New entries for winter 2012/22 are still being accepted and 
application forms can be downloaded from the EIBA’s website.   
 

Full details can be viewed on the EIBA website www.eiba.co.uk 

 
Technology Update – our plans to modernise and update the hardware & software systems 
within the club have been effected/delayed by the Covid restrictions. Before we closed on 4th 
Nov, we were making progress with the on-line booking system and we hope that by the time 
we reopen you will not only be able to view the club rink diary on the club website, but also 
book a rink from your phone, tablet or PC. Currently the new touch screen in the bar has only 
allowed you to view rink bookings, but we are looking at ways of making this a fully interactive 
screen so you can access all public areas of the system. You will need a password & PIN to 
be able to access the database, including rink bookings, but we understand it’s a quick and 
simple process to provide passwords for those that want one.  
 

We are also slowly updating our new club website (www.eibc.co.uk) and thanks to help from 
Alan Mathews, it already contains quite a lot of useful information, including historic 
newsletters, important documents & club rules. When we do get back to somewhere near 
normal, we will look to make further improvements, including more photos & a brief history of 
the club.  

 
We look forward to the day when you can all come indoor bowling again and a have a social 
drink/chat with your friends. In the meantime please stay safe & well.  
 
 
Kind regards 
 
John Arnett 
General Manager 
Erewash IBC 
7th August 2021 
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